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be questioned on some matters of policy, but his
moral daring has become a tradition of British
political history.

(e) There was, again, a radiant optimism.
Our Lord had hoped for everybody, and He had
hope for the world. He never doubted the victory
of good over evil. This quality has always mani-
fested itself in His followers. It is essential to
Christianity because it is based on faith in God.
All pessimism must vanish as an evil dream when
we are really sure of the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Gladstone used to speak of an object in every
human sense? hopeless, but not therefore the less
to be aimed at " because the horizon of human
hope is not that of Divine power and wisdom."
His political record recalls high enterprises
launched upon an astonished world when he was
himself an old man. But there is to me no more
striking illustration of the optimism created by
faith, than may be found in the work he selected
to do for his Lord, not by proxy, but by his
own consecrated personality. Those who have
worked ,in great cities know how difficult it is to
reclaim and restore those poor girls, who have